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- Career Compasses--tools that help identify important skills or qualities needed to succeed in the

field- Destination--a brief overview of the career- You Are Here--a brief set of self-assessment

questions to locate the proper starting point for a journey into this field- Navigating the Terrain and

Organizing Your Expedition--advice on ways to reach career goals- Landmarks--specific advice

tailored to readers in their 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, and beyond- Essential Gear--helpful tips for career

changers- Notes from the Field--interviews with professionals in the field- Further Resources--a list

of further information and trade organizations.
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With the jobless rate hovering around 10 percent, there are many people looking for work, and a

large percentage of those a brand-new career. Ferguson Publishing has issued a 10-volume series

called Field Guides to Finding a New Career, with each volume dedicated to a growing part of the

U.S. economy. The volumes include Advertising, Sales, and Marketing; Arts and Entertainment;

Education; Film and Television; Food and Culinary Arts; Health Care; Information Technology;

Internet and Media; Nonprofits and Government; and Outdoor Careers. The four volumes examined

for this review are Information Technology; Internet and Media; Nonprofits and Government; and

Outdoor Careers. Each volume is organized like a typical field guide and even uses similar

terminology. There are 10 or 11 chapters on individual careers, each containing sections such as

â€œCareer Compassâ€• (which tells the job seeker what is needed in terms of skills);



â€œDestinationâ€• (a brief overview of the occupation); â€œEssential Gearâ€• (rÃ©sumÃ©s, training,

etc.); and â€œOrganizing Your Expeditionâ€• (how to break into the career). One of the most

important and unique sections for each career is â€œLandmarks,â€• which offers advice tailored to

different age groups, from people in their twenties to those over sixty. â€œNotes from the Fieldâ€•

provides interviews with people already working in the career. A â€œResourcesâ€• section gives the

reader three or four organizations and Web sites for further information. The Field Guides to Finding

a New Career series is the perfect resource for anyone needing a good starting point for a career

change, and the price is well within the budget of even a small public library. The only quibble is that

there is no volume on green jobs. --Jerry Carbone

Amanda Kirk is a freelance writer and has lived and worked in England, Scotland, Ireland, France,

Sweden, Italy, Portugal, Russia, and San Francisco. She lives in Hadley, Massachusetts. --This text

refers to the Paperback edition.

I gave this book to my teenage nephew as a Christmas gift. I hope it will shed some light on his

future.
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